BATTLE MARKS 
SHOW ON SHACK 

Two Killed, Several Are 
Wounded in' Berea 


By BOB COOPER 

BEREA, Ky. (AP) - A bul- 
et marked metal shack stood 
;mpty in a vacant lot here Mon- 
lay, a vivid reminder of a gun 
jattle between Negroes and 
whites the day before in which 
:wo men were killed and several 
athers wounded. 

“We hope that’s all of it, that 
here won’t be any more trou- 
ble,” a resident said, “but it has 
et people know what can hap- 
aen when you go around stirring 
rp things.” 

As with many of those who 
:alked with newsmen, the man 
leelined to give his name. “I 
don’t want to get too involved in 
his,” he explained. 

SHOOTING ERUPTS 

Mayor C. C. Hensley said the 
hooting erupted as a group of 
National States’ Rights Party 
members, all white, began re- 
moving signs and banners after 
a two-day public rally here. 

While the party was tearing 
down its Confederate flags and 
party signs, several carloads of 
Negroes stopped across the 
highway. 

First, words -were exchanged 
between the two groups— and 
then-^bullets. 

The gunfire lasted about 10 
minutes. 

TWO MEN KILLED 

Elza Rucker, 30, of Lexington, 
and George W. Boggs, a Negro 
who lived here, were killed in 
the gunfight. The wounded in- 
cluded members of both groups. 

Edward R. Fields, director of 
the party, said from his home in 
Savannah, Ga., Monday, that 
Rucker would Ibe buried here 
Tuesday “with full party hon- 
ors.” 

Fields said the party has held 
several rallies in this eastern 
Kentucky region. “There is a lot 
of interest in our party in that 
area because of the unrest 
caused by hippies at the college 
there,” Fields said. 

MURDER CHARGES 

Fourteen men were charged 
with murder— eight members of 
the party and six Negroes. They 
were being held in the Madison 
County jail and were scheduled 


to be arraigned next week. 

“That’s what happens when 
outsiders come in here and agi- 
tate things,” said a gas station 
attendant. “I hate to see things 
; like that happen. He (meaning 
Boggs) was a fine boy, one of 
our best.” 

The life of this small commu- 
nity centers on Berea College. It 
was founded just after the Civil 
War and was integrated from 
the time its doors opened until 
state law required segregation 
shortly after 1900. 

ADMITTED AGAIN 

Negroes were again admitted 
soon after the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision making segrega- 
tion in educational facilities un- 
lav/ful. 

The townspeople appear be- 
nevolent toward their Negro 
neighbors. They repeat that the 
Negro should “stay in his 
place” but quickly add that he 
shouldn’t suffer indignities 


caused by “outside agitators.” 
Most of the white people here 
still refer to adult Negro men as 
“boy.” 

Most of the talk at the States 1 


Rights Party rally dealt with 
the Negro situation. The theme 
'of one speech was that Negroes 
are closer genetically to apes 
than to white people. 



